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Introduction  

When you take a travel nursing job, your pay package includes more than just an hourly 

wage. Your total compensation often has several parts: base pay, housing stipends, 

per diems, and sometimes bonuses, each with different tax rules. Understanding how 

these pieces fit together helps you know exactly what you’ll earn and what is taxable. 

 

Hourly pay makes up the core of your income, but housing stipends are often given tax-

free to cover your living costs on assignment. Per diems usually cover meals and 

incidentals but can vary in how they are taxed depending on the employer and location. 

Knowing which parts of your pay are taxable and which are not can increase your take-

home pay and help you plan your finances better. 

Breaking down your travel nurse pay package gives you clarity and control over your 

earnings. It also helps you compare offers more effectively and make smarter decisions 

about which contracts to accept. This guide will explain the main components and tax 

differences in a straightforward way so you can maximize your income. 

Key Takeaways 

• Travel nurse pay includes base hourly wages plus housing and meal stipends. 

• Some parts of your compensation, like housing stipends, are usually tax-free. 

• Understanding each pay component helps you plan and compare job offers better. 

Understanding Travel Nurse Pay Packages 
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Travel nurse pay packages include several parts that affect your overall earnings and 

benefits. These packages usually combine hourly pay with housing and meal allowances, 

and the way they are structured can vary by agency. Knowing how these components 

work and what affects your pay helps you choose the best offer. 

What Makes Up a Typical Travel Nurse Pay Package 

Your pay package usually includes three main components: hourly wage, housing 

stipend, and per diem for meals. 

• Hourly wage is the base salary you earn for each hour worked. It varies based on 

your specialty and location. 

• Housing stipend covers your housing costs during the assignment. Sometimes, 

agencies offer actual housing instead of a stipend. 

• Per diem is a daily allowance for meals and incidentals. 

Bonuses may also be part of the package, such as sign-on bonuses or completion bonuses. 

Some parts of your pay, like housing stipends up to the federal limit, might be non-

taxable, while hourly wages are taxable income. Understanding which parts are taxed 

helps you plan your finances better. More details can be found in this travel nurse pay 

package breakdown. 

How Pay Structures Differ Across Agencies 

Not all travel nursing agencies offer the same pay structures. Some agencies focus on 

providing higher hourly wages, while others offer better stipends or bonuses as part of the 

compensation. 
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You might see: 

• Flat rate pay, where you get one hourly wage with no extra stipends. 

• Split pay packages, which separate taxable base pay from non-taxable stipends. 

• Bundled packages that include bonuses and benefits like health insurance or travel 

reimbursements. 

Your choice of agency affects how much take-home pay you get and how your taxes 

work. Some agencies are known for transparent pay and better benefits, which can ease 

negotiations and help manage your income. Learning about the agency’s pay policies is 

key to picking the best option for you. For comparison, see this guide on how staffing 

agencies structure pay. 

Factors Influencing Compensation 

Several factors impact your overall pay as a travel nurse. Location is a big one—areas 

with higher living costs or nurse shortages often pay more. Your nursing specialty also 

matters; ICU or ER nurses tend to earn higher wages than other specialties. 

Experience level plays a role too. More experience usually leads to a higher base rate. 

Assignment length can influence bonuses or pay increases over time. 

Additionally, agency demand and timing affect compensation. If there's high demand for 

travel nurses in a city, agencies may offer better packages to attract you. 

Knowing these factors helps you negotiate pay packages effectively and decide which 

assignments are the best fit financially. For a detailed look at pay influences, check this 

breakdown of travel nurse pay components. 

Base Pay: Hourly Wages and Overtime 
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Your base pay as a travel nurse mainly comes from your hourly wage, but it can also 

include extra pay for overtime and shifts worked during less desirable hours. 

Understanding how much you earn per hour, when overtime applies, and what portion of 

your pay is taxable will help you plan your finances accurately. 

Standard Hourly Wage 

Your standard hourly wage is the fixed rate you earn for each hour worked within your 

scheduled shifts. This rate is often higher than what staff nurses earn due to the temporary 

nature of travel nursing and your flexibility to move between locations. 

Agencies usually set this wage based on the demand for your specialty and the location of 

the assignment. You should expect a clear rate that applies to your regular hours, usually 

capped at 40 hours per week unless specified otherwise. 

The hourly wage forms the core of your pay package, so make sure you know this figure 

before accepting any contract. 

Overtime Pay 

Overtime pay kicks in when you work beyond a standard 40-hour workweek, and it is 

usually paid at 1.5 times your regular hourly rate. Some contracts may define overtime 

differently, so read your agreement carefully. 

Travel nurses often have opportunities for overtime due to staffing needs in different 

facilities. Since overtime hours pay more, working those extra shifts can significantly 

boost your overall income. 

Keep in mind that overtime pay is considered taxable income and is included in your base 

pay calculations for taxes. 

Shift Differentials 

Shift differentials are extra payments you get for working less desirable hours, such as 

nights, weekends, or holidays. These are added on top of your base hourly rate. 

The amount varies by agency and assignment but typically ranges from $3 to $10 more 

per hour depending on the shift type. These differentials compensate for the 

inconvenience and higher demand for those shifts. 

Shift differential pay is included in your taxable hourly wage. 

Taxable Base Rate 

Your taxable base rate includes both your standard hourly wage and any shift differentials 

or overtime pay. This means these earnings count as income for federal and state taxes. 
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However, other parts of your pay package, like housing stipends or meal allowances, 

might not be taxable if they meet IRS guidelines. It's important to separate your base pay 

from non-taxable stipends to understand your tax obligations clearly. 

Knowing what part of your pay is taxable helps you set aside enough money for tax 

payments and avoid surprises at tax time. 

For a detailed breakdown, see this guide on travel nurse pay packages. 

Housing Stipends and Allowances 

Understanding how housing stipends and allowances work can help you plan your budget 

during a travel nursing assignment. These payments often make up a large part of your 

compensation and can affect your taxes and housing choices. 

Tax-Free Housing Stipend 

A tax-free housing stipend is an amount given to you to cover your housing costs while 

on assignment. This money usually isn’t counted as taxable income, which means you 

don’t pay taxes on it. However, to qualify for this benefit, you must arrange your own 

housing. 

If you take agency-provided housing instead, you may not get the tax-free advantage. 

This is because the government sees agency housing differently from money you use 

yourself to rent or stay somewhere. 

Using a tax-free housing stipend can save you money, but you must keep records to prove 

your housing costs if asked. This can include rent receipts or lease agreements. 

How Housing Allowances Are Calculated 

Your housing allowance is based on several factors related to your assignment location 

and employer. 

• Location: Areas with higher living costs tend to offer higher stipends. 

• Assignment length: Longer assignments may lead to steadier or larger allowances. 

• Employer’s budget and billing rates: Different agencies set their housing 

allowances differently based on what they charge clients. 

Agencies usually calculate your housing stipend by estimating rent and utilities in the 

area. They want to cover most, if not all, of your basic living expenses. 

You’ll often receive your housing allowance weekly as part of your pay package. Some 

agencies include it separately to make tax status clear. 

Choosing Agency-Provided Housing vs. Stipend 

When you decide between agency-provided housing and a housing stipend, think about 

control and convenience. 
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• Agency-provided housing means the agency finds and pays for your place. You 

don’t handle leases or bills, but the housing is chosen for you. This option typically 

counts as taxable income. 

• Housing stipend lets you pick your own place and manage your bills. This gives 

you more freedom and can often be tax-free, but you must handle all arrangements. 

If you prefer flexibility and can find affordable housing, the stipend option usually saves 

money and taxes. If you want less hassle and don’t mind paying tax on housing benefits, 

agency housing is easier. 

You should weigh your comfort, budget, and tax situation carefully before choosing. 

More details about the trade-offs of each option can be found in this guide on travel nurse 

housing stipends. 

Per Diems, Meal Allowances, and Incidentals 

Your pay package may include different daily amounts to cover meals and small 

expenses. These help reduce your out-of-pocket costs while you work away from home. 

Understanding how these daily stipends work can help you manage your budget better. 

Daily Stipend for Meals and Incidentals 

A daily stipend is a set amount given to you to cover meals and incidental expenses 

during your assignment. This amount is often non-taxable, meaning you keep the full 

value without deductions. The exact stipend varies based on the location of your 

assignment. High-cost cities usually offer higher daily stipends. 

You get this money every day you work or travel, and it is meant to cover typical 

expenses such as food, snacks, and small personal purchases. This stipend can be part of a 

larger pay package where taxable wages and reimbursements are listed separately. 

Meal Allowances vs. Per-Diem Pay 

Meal allowances and per-diem pay are similar but not always the same. A meal 

allowance typically refers only to money set aside for food. It may be provided weekly or 

as part of a daily rate. 

Per diem usually includes money for both meals and incidental expenses like tips or 

parking fees. Per diem rates follow federal guidelines, which limit how much agencies 

can provide without taxing the pay. 

Knowing the difference helps you understand which parts of your pay are taxable and 

which are not. Most travel nurse agencies provide some form of per diem so you can 

cover daily costs while on assignment. 
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Reimbursement for Incidentals 

Incidentals can include small but necessary costs like tips, laundry, or supplies needed for 

your job. Some pay packages include reimbursements for these, while others expect you 

to cover them from the per diem. 

When incidentals are reimbursed separately, you often need to provide receipts. Without 

receipts, you usually receive a flat incidental amount as part of your per diem. 

Keep track of your expenses during your assignment, as clear documentation can help 

ensure you are properly compensated. Understanding what's covered prevents surprises in 

your paycheck and helps with tax planning. 

For details on typical per diem rates and allowances, you can review the federal 

guidelines for travel expenses on the GSA per diem page. 

Reimbursements and Travel-Related Expenses 

You will often get paid back for costs related to travel and moving when you take a travel 

nursing job. Knowing what expenses are covered, how to submit your paperwork, and 

agency policies can help you avoid losing money on your assignment. 

Travel Reimbursement Policies 

Your agency usually sets clear rules on how and when you get reimbursed for travel 

costs. Most reimbursements cover airfare, gas, car rentals, and mileage, but they often 

have limits or caps on amounts. Some agencies reimburse upfront, while others pay after 

you submit proof of expenses. 

Check if you need to book travel through specific providers or use particular methods. 

Also, some agencies require you to travel within a certain time frame before or after your 

contract starts to qualify for reimbursement. 

Covered and Non-Covered Expenses 

Not all travel-related costs get reimbursed. Common covered expenses include: 

• Airfare or train tickets 

• Mileage when using your car 

• Hotel stays during travel 

• Baggage fees 

Expenses often not covered are: 

• Meals while traveling 

• Travel insurance 

• Personal entertainment 

• Costs for family or friends traveling with you 
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Make sure you ask your recruiter what counts and what doesn't, as policies vary by 

agency. This can save you from paying unexpected costs yourself. 

Submitting Documentation for Reimbursements 

To get reimbursed, you must provide proper documents on time. Usually, agencies ask 

for: 

• Receipts or invoices 

• Boarding passes or fuel logs 

• Proof of payments like credit card statements 

Organize your paperwork right after traveling. Some agencies require forms or an online 

portal for submissions. Missing or late documents may delay or cancel your 

reimbursement. Keep copies of everything you send. 

Understanding your agency’s procedures will help you get paid on time and keep your 

travel costs covered. For more details, see travel nursing pay packages. 

Bonuses and Additional Compensation 

Travel nurse pay packages often include bonuses and extra pay beyond your hourly wage 

and stipends. These add-ons reward you for completing contracts, signing on with an 

agency, referring other nurses, or holding special certifications. Knowing how these work 

can help you negotiate better and maximize your income. 

Completion Bonus 

A completion bonus is a set amount you receive for finishing your assigned contract. This 

bonus motivates you to stay for the full term, which usually ranges from 8 to 26 weeks. 

You might see these bonuses paid in a lump sum after your contract ends or in 

installments during your assignment. 

Completion bonuses can range from a few hundred to several thousand dollars, depending 

on the length and difficulty of the contract. Not all contracts offer them, so it’s important 

to ask your agency if it’s included. Keep in mind that this money is taxable income, 

unlike housing stipends. 

Sign-On Bonus 

A sign-on bonus is a one-time payment you get for accepting a travel nurse position with 

an agency or facility. It incentivizes you to choose their offer over others. These bonuses 

vary widely but can be several hundred or even a few thousand dollars. 

Sign-on bonuses are usually paid shortly after you start your assignment or when you 

complete certain onboarding steps. You should confirm if the bonus requires you to work 

a minimum number of weeks to keep the money, as some are clawed back if you leave 

early. 
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Referral Bonus and Referral Bonuses 

Referral bonuses reward you for recommending other nurses who get hired and complete 

contracts with your agency. These bonuses can be paid after the referred nurse finishes 

their first assignment or meets certain milestones. 

The money amount varies by agency but often ranges from $250 to $1,000 or more per 

successful referral. You can combine multiple referral bonuses to increase your total 

earnings. Make sure you understand the rules your agency has about who qualifies and 

how long the referred nurse must work. 

Certification Reimbursement 

Certification reimbursement covers the cost of maintaining or obtaining professional 

nursing certifications. Some agencies offer this as part of your pay package to encourage 

skill development. This can include fees for tests, renewals, or training courses. 

If your agency provides certification reimbursement, check if there’s a limit on the 

amount they’ll pay or a list of accepted certifications. Unlike bonuses, these payments 

might be treated as non-taxable reimbursement when properly documented. Always keep 

receipts and paperwork to claim this benefit. 

Taxable vs Non-Taxable Income Components 

When you review your travel nurse pay package, some parts of your income are taxed 

while others are not. Understanding which pay elements count as taxable income and 

which are tax-free can help you manage your finances better and avoid surprises during 

tax season. Key issues include how the IRS views your base pay, stipends, and the role of 

your tax home. 

Understanding Taxable Income in Pay Packages 

Your taxable income mainly includes the base hourly wage and any overtime pay you 

earn. This portion is reported on your W-2 form and subject to federal, state, and local 

taxes. 

Other bonuses or incentives tied directly to your work hours typically count as taxable 

income. This taxable part is what lenders consider when checking your income for loans. 

Keep in mind, if you don’t maintain a tax home, some payments normally considered 

non-taxable might become taxable, increasing your overall tax bill. 

What Is Tax-Free Stipend? 

A tax-free stipend refers to reimbursement payments for specific travel-related expenses. 

This usually includes housing, meals, and incidental costs while on a work assignment. 

These stipends are meant to cover your living costs during travel and are not counted as 

taxable income if you have a valid tax home. 
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You might see these non-taxable payments listed separately on your paycheck or contract 

to avoid confusion with your hourly wage. 

Common tax-free stipends include: 

• Housing allowance 

• Meal per diems 

• Travel reimbursements (mileage or transport costs) 

Determining Taxable Base Rates 

Your taxable base rate is the hourly or salary pay that your travel agency contracts. This 

is the core amount taxed before any non-taxable stipends are added. 

Agencies often keep this rate lower to reduce your taxable income appearance, while 

compensating with higher non-taxable reimbursements. 

Knowing your exact taxable base rate helps you plan for taxes and understand what 

income lenders will consider for mortgages or other loans. 

IRS Tax Home and Tax Advantage Plan 

The IRS defines your tax home as the area where you regularly work or live. To qualify 

for tax-free stipends, you must maintain this tax home while working temporary 

assignments away from it. 

Without a tax home, allowances for housing and meals become taxable income. This can 

increase your tax liability significantly. 

Some travel nurses use a Tax Advantage Plan, a strategy or program to manage payroll 

efficiently and maximize tax-free reimbursements. This plan helps separate taxable wages 

from non-taxable stipends on your paycheck. 

Maintaining a clear tax home status and using a tax advantage plan can optimize your 

overall tax situation. 

For more detailed guidance on how taxable and non-taxable components affect your pay, 

you can review the Travel Nurse Tax Guide 2025. 

Other Benefits and Perks 

When reviewing your travel nurse pay package, it’s important to look beyond just your 

hourly wage, housing stipend, or per diem. Various benefits and perks can significantly 

impact your financial security, health, and overall work experience. 

Health Insurance and Health Benefits 

Your pay package often includes health insurance, but coverage can vary widely. Many 

agencies offer plans that cover medical, dental, and vision care. You should check  
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whether premiums are deducted from your pay or if the agency fully funds your 

insurance. 

Look closely at the plan’s network of providers, deductibles, co-pays, and out-of-pocket 

limits. Some travel nurse contracts also include mental health benefits or telehealth 

options, which can be valuable during assignments far from home. 

Key points to check: 

• Coverage details (medical, dental, vision) 

• Premium costs and pay deductions 

• Mental health and telemedicine options 

Having strong health benefits can reduce your overall healthcare expenses while on 

assignment. 

Retirement Plans and Retirement Options 

Travel nursing agencies may offer retirement plans to help you save for the future while 

on the job. Common options include 401(k) or 403(b) plans, sometimes with employer 

matching contributions. 

You should ask if you are eligible to participate immediately or after a waiting period. 

Also, check if the plan allows rollovers from previous employers and what investment 

options are available. 

If your agency doesn’t offer a retirement plan, you might consider contributing to an IRA 

independently. 

Things to consider: 

• Availability of employer matching 

• Vesting schedules and participation rules 

• Investment choices and fees 

Starting or continuing retirement savings during assignments helps secure your financial 

future. 

Liability Insurance 

Liability insurance protects you if a patient or employer claims you caused harm or made 

an error during work. Some agencies include professional liability insurance in your 

package, while others may require you to carry your own. 

You should verify the coverage amount, what situations are covered, and whether the 

insurance follows you across assignments in different states. 

If not provided, buying separate liability insurance is wise to limit your personal financial 

risks. 
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Important details include: 

• Coverage limits and types of claims covered 

• Whether coverage is continuous between assignments 

• Cost and agency provision vs. self-purchase 

Liability insurance is a crucial safety net for travel nurses. 

Employee Assistance Programs 

Many agencies offer Employee Assistance Programs (EAPs) to support your mental and 

emotional well-being. These programs usually provide free counseling, stress 

management resources, and help with personal challenges. 

EAPs are confidential and designed to help you deal with work-related stress, family 

issues, or financial problems. Some programs also offer legal advice or help with 

substance use. 

If your agency has an EAP, take advantage of it early to maintain your health during 

demanding assignments. 

EAP features to look for: 

• Counseling sessions offered at no cost 

• Availability of online or phone support 

• Additional services like legal and financial counseling 

Using these programs can improve your overall well-being and job performance. 

Variables Affecting Travel Nurse Pay 

Your travel nurse pay depends on several key factors that influence how much you earn 

and the benefits you receive. These variables impact not only your hourly wage but also 

stipends and taxes on your pay. 

Location and Cost of Living 

Where you work heavily affects your pay rate. Assignments in large cities or areas with a 

high cost of living usually offer higher hourly wages and larger housing stipends to help 

cover expenses. 

For example, working in California or New York often means better pay compared to 

smaller towns or rural locations. Housing stipends vary too, adjusting for local rent prices 

to ensure you can afford a place to stay without dipping into your base pay. 

You should research local cost of living indexes and expected stipends before accepting 

an assignment. This helps you understand how your total compensation will support your 

lifestyle in a new location. 
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Experience and Specialty 

Your level of experience and nursing specialty also impact your pay. Nurses with more 

years working or advanced certifications generally command higher hourly rates. 

Specialties in high demand, such as ICU, OR, or ER nursing, typically offer better pay 

than less critical areas. Agencies may offer bonuses or higher pay to fill urgent needs in 

these fields. 

If you are a new travel nurse, expect lower pay compared to someone with 5+ years and 

specialized skills. Building your resume and specialty expertise increases your earning 

potential over time. 

Bill Rate and Vendor Management Fees 

The bill rate is what the hospital or client pays your agency for your services. This rate 

includes your pay plus other costs like vendor management fees, which are charges from 

third parties managing contracts and payroll. 

Your hourly wage comes from the bill rate after these fees are deducted. Knowing this 

helps you understand why your pay might be lower than the total amount billed. 

Agencies that work with vendor management systems sometimes pass fees onto nurses by 

offering less pay from the same bill rate. You should ask how the bill rate breaks down to 

your actual pay. 

Contract Time Variables 

The length and timing of your contract affect pay and stipends. Longer contracts might 

offer higher pay or completion bonuses to encourage commitment. 

Short-term assignments may pay more hourly but provide fewer stipends or perks. 

Holidays, weekends, and overtime can also increase your earnings depending on the 

contract. 

Be aware of how contract dates and hours influence your taxable and non-taxable income. 

Some stipends are paid regardless of hours worked but may have tax implications based 

on contract length. 

Understanding these time variables helps you plan finances and maximize compensation 

during your travel assignment. 

Comparing and Evaluating Pay Packages 

When you compare travel nurse pay packages, focus on how each part of the offer adds 

up. Look beyond the hourly wage to factors like agency fees, housing support, and how 

flexible the pay schedule is. Understanding these details helps you find the best overall 

compensation. 
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Comparing Multiple Offers and Agencies 

When you have offers from several travel nursing companies, don’t just look at the base 

pay. Compare the full pay package, including housing stipends, per diems, bonuses, and 

reimbursed expenses. Some agencies may offer a higher hourly rate but provide fewer 

benefits, which can affect your take-home pay. 

Create a side-by-side list to track differences in: 

• Hourly wage 

• Housing and meal stipends (and whether they’re taxable) 

• Bonuses or completion incentives 

• Travel reimbursements 

• Overtime opportunities 

This helps you see which agency offers the most value overall. 

Understanding Gross Profit Margins 

Gross profit margin is what agencies keep after paying you and covering expenses. It 

affects how much agencies can offer you and still stay profitable. If the margin is too 

high, your pay might be lower because more money stays with the agency. 

Knowing this helps you negotiate or choose an agency offering fair compensation. 

Agencies with tight margins may have less flexibility on pay but could offer better 

benefits. You do not usually see this margin directly, but understanding it explains why 

pay packages differ across agencies. 

Tiered Bill Rates Explained 

Tiered bill rates mean the hospital pays different hourly rates depending on your skills 

and experience. Higher tiers usually mean higher pay for you but also higher costs to the 

hospital. 

You should ask agencies to explain which tier your rate falls under and what criteria 

affect it. A higher tier can lead to bigger pay packages or better perks. However, some 

agencies charge hospitals more without significantly raising your pay. 

Flex Pay vs. Rigid Pay 

Flex pay means your pay is adjustable based on hours worked, shift differentials, or 

overtime. This can increase your earnings if your assignments have many extra hours or 

weekend shifts. 

Rigid pay is a fixed amount per hour with little room for change. It’s predictable but may 

limit your earning potential if your workload varies. 
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Knowing whether an agency offers flex pay helps you plan your income around the hours 

and shifts you want. Some travel nursing companies use flex pay to reward nurse 

availability during high-demand times. 

Travel Nursing Contracts and Compliance 

Understanding the key details in your travel nursing contract ensures you know what you 

agree to and how it affects your pay and taxes. Setting up your tax home properly and 

following itinerant worker rules can help protect your income and reduce tax issues. 

Contract Terms and Clauses 

Your travel nursing contract spells out the length of your assignment, pay rates, and what 

benefits you receive. Pay attention to clauses about overtime, cancellations, and 

termination. Some contracts include guaranteed hours or completion bonuses. 

Look for clear details on your hourly wage versus stipends for housing and meals. 

Housing and meal stipends are usually non-taxable if managed correctly, but base pay is 

always taxable. Also, check for travel reimbursement terms and if any parts of your pay 

are withheld for taxes. 

Always review the start and end dates carefully. Contracts often require you to 

complete the entire assignment to qualify for bonuses. 

Setting Up a Tax Home 

Your tax home is your main place of work and where you return between assignments. 

For travel nurses, establishing a tax home is crucial to avoid paying taxes on housing 

stipends. 

To set up a tax home, you must keep a permanent residence where you have ties like a 

lease, utility bills, or family. You don’t need to live there, but it must be ready for your 

return. This lets you deduct travel and living expenses for temporary work locations. 

If you fail to establish a tax home, your stipends may become taxable income. The IRS 

requires documentation of your tax home to allow non-taxable stipends. 

Itinerant Worker Rules 

As a travel nurse, you may be considered an itinerant worker if you don’t have a tax 

home. This status means you work primarily away from a fixed location and travel 

between jobs. 

If you are an itinerant worker, the IRS sees your entire pay, including housing and meal 

stipends, as taxable. You lose key tax benefits available to those with a tax home. 

You must keep detailed records of assignments, travel, and housing arrangements. Being 

aware of these rules helps you avoid unexpected tax bills and fines. Knowing whether  
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you qualify as an itinerant worker directly impacts how you report your income and 

expenses. 

For detailed pay package components, see this travel nurse pay package breakdown or 

information on travel nurse salary guides. 

Continuing Education and Professional Development 

Your pay package may include options to support your learning and career growth. These 

benefits often cover courses, certifications, and professional resources that help keep your 

skills current and expand your qualifications. 

Opportunities for Continuing Education 

Many travel nurse pay packages include funds or allowances for continuing education. 

These can cover online courses, workshops, or seminars related to nursing specialties. 

You might receive access to learning platforms, webinars, or training sessions to fulfill 

licensing requirements. 

Educational support helps you maintain certifications and improve clinical skills. Some 

employers offer paid time off or flexible schedules for completing coursework. Review 

your pay package details to see which continuing education benefits apply and if there are 

any limits on reimbursement amounts. 

Professional Advancement 

Pay packages often provide resources to help you advance your nursing career. This may 

include mentorship programs, leadership training, or tuition assistance for advanced 

degrees. Employers understand that your professional growth benefits both you and the 

healthcare facility. 

You might also have chances to rotate through specialized units or take on higher 

responsibility roles. These opportunities not only increase your experience but can also 

impact your future pay rates. Ask about available programs that promote skill 

development and career progression. 

Certification Reimbursement 

Many travel nurse contracts include reimbursement for professional certification costs. 

These reimbursements can cover exam fees, renewal fees, and study materials for 

certifications like CCRN, CEN, or CNOR. You often need to submit proof of completion 

and original receipts. 

Certification reimbursement helps offset expenses and encourages maintaining 

credentials. Some packages specify which certifications qualify, so check your contract 

carefully. Keeping certifications current is also essential for job opportunities and 

meeting facility requirements. 
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For more on travel nurse pay components, see a travel nurse pay package breakdown. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Travel nurse pay includes multiple parts like hourly wages, housing support, and daily 

allowances. Each part has rules about taxes and how it is paid. Knowing these can help 

you better understand your total earnings and budgeting. 

How is the overall compensation for a travel nurse structured? 

Your pay package usually has an hourly wage, housing stipend, and per diem. Hourly 

wage is the base pay for your work hours. Housing stipends cover living costs, while per 

diems help with meals and daily expenses. 

What factors determine the hourly pay rate for travel nurses? 

Your hourly pay depends on your nursing specialty, location, experience, and the 

facility’s budget. High-demand areas or specialties typically pay more per hour. Your 

past experience can also increase your rate. 

Can you explain the differences between housing stipends and per diems for travel 

nurses? 

Housing stipends are meant specifically for your accommodation costs. Per diems are 

daily allowances that cover meals and incidental expenses. Both aim to support your 

living needs but cover different types of costs. 

Are there any components of a travel nurse's pay package that are taxable? 

Your base hourly wage is taxable income. Housing stipends and per diems may be non-

taxable if they meet IRS rules and are used correctly. If you do not use these funds for 

their intended purpose, they could become taxable. 

What is considered a competitive housing stipend for travel nurses? 

Competitive housing stipends depend on the assignment location’s cost of living. They 

typically range enough to cover local average rent. You should check local housing prices 

to know if your stipend is fair. 

How do travel nurse agencies calculate per diem rates? 

Per diem rates are usually set based on federal guidelines or local cost indexes. Agencies 

estimate the daily cost of meals and small expenses. Rates can vary depending on where 

you work and how much it costs to live there. 
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